INTERSTATE GRASSROOTS CAMPAIGN FOR AUGUST

Our coalition was successful in getting interstate meat sales legislation passed in the House as part of the 2007 Farm Bill. This was a great accomplishment—thanks to your hard work and efforts! Now we need to focus our efforts in the Senate to make sure they take action. 
This is a great time to contact your Senators because most of them are in their home states during the August congressional recess. Your help is needed—especially since the consumer groups and international unions are expected to launch another campaign to oppose interstate meat sales! 

We have a lot of work to do—there are 21 senators who are members of the Senate Agriculture Committee, but only 4 of them have cosponsored interstate meat sales legislation. The senators listed below are members of the Senate Agriculture Committee but have NOT  cosponsored interstate meat sales legislation—although most of them have an inspection program in their state. 
We need to make a special effort to ask them to support and cosponsor interstate meat sales legislation (S. 1149 and S. 1150). Please take a few minutes to call, write, fax or email them. Any opportunities to visit with them at events in your area would also be very good. They are: 
Blanche Lincoln (AR) 
Ken Salazar (CO) 
Saxby Chambliss (GA) 
Mike Crapo (ID) 
Richard Lugar (IN) 
Tom Harkin (IA) 
Pat Roberts (KS) 
Mitch McConnell (KY) 
Debbie Stabenow (MI) 
Amy Klobuchar (MN) 
Norm Coleman (MN) 
Thad Cochran (MS) 
Ben Nelson (NE) 
Sherrod Brown (OH) 
Robert Casey (PA) 
Lindsey Graham (SC) 
Patrick Leahy (VT) 

You can use one of the attached “Petitions to Congress” or you can use your own letter. Also attached is a directory of all Senators which includes their state/local office address, phone and fax numbers. All of this information and more is posted on our coalition website at: 

http://www.nasda.org/interstatemeatshipment. 

In addition, the following Senators have NOT cosponsored interstate meat legislation or expressed a position—even though they have a state inspection program in their state. We also need to ask them to support and cosponsor S. 1149 and S. 1150.  They are: 
Richard Shelby (AL), Jeff Sessions (AL), John McCain (AZ), John Kyl (AZ), Joe Biden (DE), Tom Carper (DE), Johnny Isakson (GA), Richard Durbin (IL), Barack Obama (IL), Evan Bayh (IN), Sam Brownback (KS), Mary Landrieu (LA), David Vitter (LA) , Olympia Snowe (ME), Susan Collins (ME), Trent Lott (MS), Kit Bond (MO), Claire McCaskill (MO), John Tester (MT), Elizabeth Dole (NC), Richard Burr (NC), Byron Dorgan (ND), James Inhofe (OK), Tom Coburn (OK), Jim Demint (SC), Kay Bailey Hutchison (TX), John Cornyn (TX), Robert Bennett (UT), Bernard Sanders (VT), Robert Byrd (WV), Jay Rockefeller (WV). 

Finally, please thank the senators who have cosponsored interstate meat legislation and continue to support our effort. They are: 
Chuck Grassley (IA), Max Baucus (MT), Kent Conrad (ND), John Thune (SD), George Voinovich (OH), Tim Johnson (SD), Orrin Hatch (UT), Herb Kohl (WI), Russ Feingold (WI), and Mike Enzi (WY). 

Again, your help is greatly appreciated. Your voice has been heard in the House! Now let’s send a clear and strong message to the Senate during the August recess to make sure they pass interstate meat legislation too! Let’s GIT-R-DONE! 
Here are our key talking points to remember: 

Meat and poultry from 34 foreign countries can be freely shipped and sold anywhere in the U.S.—this is unfair and hurts American small businesses and processors. 
Allowing interstate meat sales is just common sense—no other food commodities are prohibited from being shipped across state lines.
The Senate legislation will give small processors, farmers and ranchers the opportunity to compete in the national marketplace. It expands local economic growth and gives consumers more choices at the supermarket. 
THANKS!! 

